Does a Kangaroo
Have a Mother, Too?
by Eric Carle
A colorful album of animal mothers and their babies with a
bonus page to encourage more learning about animals and
their proper names.

Before:

Read

Introduce the book and tell the children a little bit about it. Follow that with a comment or question
that is related to the story such as, Does anyone know what a baby kangaroo is called? Encourage a
discussion so the children can comment, ask questions, and express their feelings. Set the stage for
listening by asking an “I wonder” statement based on the cover illustration.
• I wonder if all the pictures in this book will look like this picture?

During:
Encourage the children to comment on the illustrations and ask questions. The predictable format used throughout this story makes it easy for children to participate in the
reading.

After:
Discuss the story. Ask questions…
• What body part does a kangaroo have that other animals do not?
• In what ways are a lion and a regular house cat the same? Different?
• Is there another animal that is taller than a giraffe?
• Why do you suppose that penguins are black and white?
• Swans are a pretty bird. What makes a swan so pretty?
• What are some words that rhyme with fox?
• Who can tell me the sound that a dolphin makes?
• Who can tell me some pieces of clothing that are made from a sheep’s wool?
• Bears eat fish. How does a bear catch a fish?
• Do you think an elephant weighs more than a car?
• Would you rather be a baby monkey or a baby mouse? Why?

Do
The Animal Name Game
In the back of the book, Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother, Too?, you’ll find a glossary of the names of animal
babies, parents and groups. Read the information to the kids and spend time talking about the names.
Copy the attached Animal Name Game Cards and Answer Key printable so each child has their own sheet.
Cut the cards apart and put in a hat. Ask each child to draw a card from the hat and name the baby, parent
or group of the animal pictured. Repeat often!
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Names of animal babies, parents, and groups in this book
Kangaroo A baby kangaroo is a joey. Its mother
is a flyer and its father is a boomer. A group of
kangaroos is a troop or a mob or a herd.

Dolphin A baby dolphin is a calf. Its mother is a
cow and its father is a bull. A group of dolphins
is a school or a pod.

Lion A baby lion is a cub. Its mother is a lioness
and its father is a lion. A group of lions is a
pride.

Sheep A baby sheep is a lamb. Its mother is a
ewe and its father is a ram. A group of sheep is a
flock.

Giraffe A baby giraffe is a calf. Its mother is a
cow and its father is a bull. A group of giraffes is
a tower or a herd.

Bear A baby bear is a cub. Its mother is a sow
and its father is a boar. A group of bears is a
pack or a sloth.

Penguin A baby penguin is a chick. Its mother is
a dam and its father is a sire. A group of
penguins is a colony or a parade.

Elephant A baby elephant is a calf. Its mother is
a cow and its father is a bull. A group of
elephants is a herd.

Swan A baby swan is a cygnet. Its mother is a
pen and its father is a cob. A group of swans is a
wedge or a herd.

Monkey A baby monkey is an infant. Its mother
is a mother and its father is a father. A group of
monkeys is a group or a troop or a tribe.

Fox A baby fox is a cub or a pup. Its mother is a
vixen and its father is a dog fox. A group of foxes
is a pack or a skulk.

Deer A baby deer is a fawn. Its mother is a doe
and its father is a buck. A group of deer is a
herd.

